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T H E M E :
Pets

WORKS:
1. Paul Gauguin, Still Life with Three Puppies

2. Pierre Bonnard, Woman with Cat
3. Francisco De Goya, Don Manuel Osorio Manrique de Zuniga

4. Pierre Auguste Renior, Madame Charpentier and Her Children
5. Kees van Dongen, La perruche (Parakeet)
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Art Smart - 2nd Grade
October - Pets

Paul Gauguin, Still Life with Three Puppies
Pierre Bonnard, Woman with Cat
Francisco De Goya, Don Manuel Osorio Manrique de Zuniga
Pierre Auguste Renior, Madame Charpentier and Her Children
Kees van Dongen, La perruche (Parakeet)

Today we are going to explore the relationship between people and their pets in their own lives 
and in the paintings you see today.

We will think about the characteristics that distinguish one animal from another.

Characteristics: features that make each animal unique or special.

Paul Gauguin, Still Life with Three Puppies, 1888 

What is happening in this painting?
Where do you think the puppies are? On the floor? On the table”
What will happen when the person who left that pan of milk on the table returns to find these 
puppies lapping it up?

Do you have a pet at home that got in trouble before for doing something naughty?

This painting is by an artist named Paul Gauguin. He lived and painted in Paris, Brittany and 
Tahiti. (Tahiti is an island in the south pacific ocean…south of Hawaii)

Still Life with Three Puppies was painted when he was influenced by Japanese prints. You 
can see examples of this in the flat planes, uniform color areas, bold lines that outline the 
subjects and objects and his use of perspective.

Pierre Bonnard, Woman with Cat, 1912 

This painting was made by an artist named Pierre Bonnard who loved to paint about things that 
happened every day in his own home.

What room is this in? How can you tell?
What’s happening in this picture?



Does the cat look like it might be doing something wrong?
Do you suppose the cat is hungry?
What does it see or smell that would be good for a cat to eat? Grapes? Oranges? The fish on 
the woman’s plate?
Do you think she will share with the cat?

The artist, Pierre Bonnard, lived in France and was influenced by Gauguin and borrowed his 
use of massive, simplified shapes and flat color areas.

Francisco De Goya, Don Manuel Osorio Manrique de Zuniga, 1784 

This is a painting that was made very long ago in Spain. The boy in the painting is very dressed 
up! Do your dress up clothes look like his? His name is Manuel and he lived 200 years ago, 
many things were different then but one thing is the same….he had pets!!

Manuel is holding something in his hand. Do you know what it is?
Where does it lead?
Why does he have a leash for his bird?
What would happen if he let the bird out of its cage without the leash?
How many animals do you see in the painting? (note: there is a third cat hiding in a dark place)
What do these cats have on their minds?
Does Manuel seem worried that the cats might pounce on his bird?
What do you think happens next?

Pierre Auguste Renior, Madame Charpentier and Her Children, 1878 

This is a portrait of Madame Charpentier and her children. They are sitting and talking in a 
beautiful room. Madame Charpentier and one of her daughters are sitting on a couch. But what 
is the other girl sitting on? It must be a big dog.

Does the dog look uncomfortable? Sad? Content?
Do you think the dig is happy and loved by his family?
Does he feel at home?
What color is the dog?
Can you find something else in the room that is black and white?
How do you think the dog’s fur would feel?
What are the girls talking about?
Is their mother listening?



Does she think they are funny? Silly?
Can you find any other animals in this painting? (the peacocks and the bird on the screen)

Pierre Renior was a famous artist born in France. He was very interested in painting figures, 
and he often painted at Madame Charpentier’s house, where she introduced him to other 
famous people. He always treated his subjects with special respect and painted the scene 
exactly as it was with objects that were left out in the background.

Kees van Dongen, La perruche (Parakeet) 

This painting is by a painter named Cornelis Theodorus Maria 'Kees' van Dongen, a Dutch - 
French painter. He painted with artists called Fauves (which translates to Wild Beasts) that were 
known for their use of bright, bold colors. 

What is the brightest color you see in this painting? (the parakeet)
Why do you think the artist would use those colors for the parakeet? (to make it stand out 
visually)
Do the other colors in the painting help the bird stand out more? (yes the other colors are very 
similar and not as bright.)
What is on top of the bird cage?
Why would you put a cloth/blanket on top of a bird cage?
If you had a parakeet do you think you would like to listen to it all the time? Why or why not?

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Fauvism



















































