
A R T  S M A R T  
3rd Grade  /  January

T H E M E :
People at Work

WORKS:
1. Edgar Degas, Ballet Scene 
2. Ben Shahn, Miners’ Wives

3. Andrew Wyeth, Alvaro and Christina
4. Jean-Francois Millet, Man with a Hoe

5. Benjamin West, The Battle of La Hogue
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Jean - Francis Millet (Mee - lay), Man with a Hoe
What do you think the painting is called?
Man with a Hoe

Year? 1860-1862

• Millet grew up as the son of peasants in Normandy, France.

• He studied Latin and loved to read. He read all his life.

• He worked in the fields with his family and painted on the side.

• His parents recognized his talents and had him study with a local painter.

• He began to paint portraits for a living and moved to Paris to continue his work.

• As his work matured he became very interested in doing paintings and drawings of workers 
and peasant life.

• He was see as POLITICAL for doing this and made the rich uncomfortable.

• Other artist friends told him not to paint pictures of laborers.

• Many said he was a Socialist (Activist) who only focused on the hardships of life on the farm, 
not the beauty of the countryside.

• But Millet disagreed and said his intentions were to paint simple pictures of HONEST events 
and people doing HONEST work.

Questions:

Does this look like easy work?  (short hoe)

How does the ground look? (hard and rocky)

What is the man’s expression? (exhaustion)

* This painting was painted by Millet from MEMORY!!!



Benjamin West, The Battle of La Hogue, 1778
• Benjamin West was the youngest of 10 children of an innkeeper in Pennsylvania. 

• According to legend he learned how to mix paint from the Indians and made his first paint 
brush from hairs from a cats tail.

• By age 20 he was regarded as the worldwide leader of the “grand style” of painting.

• The Battle of La Hogue shows sailors acting out the parts of men who fought each other in a 
real battle between the English and Dutch against the French in May 1692.

• He could only paint what he could see, so King George III commanded his admiral to stage a 
battle scene. 

Can you imagine a King or President today staging a battle so an artist could paint it?

Who seems to be winning the fight?
(notice the figure in red is calm and confident, this is the British Admiral. The frightened, wigless 
man in blue symbolizes France.)

What research would West have had to do to make sure his painting looked authentic (a 
battle scene 90 years in the past?)
Clothing, flags, ships, boats, weapons, etc.






















